February 2, 1950 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

15 Aldin Lane 

Island Trees, Hicksville 

Long Island, New York 

Dear Ur. Ford* 

I have not heard from you since my letter of December 13, 1949, 
in which I forwarded to you one of my electrodes, but have been 
working for you just the same. I finally succeeded in encourag- 
ing Mr. Boyd to send you pictures of hiB Confederatio coins 
which he indicates he has. I believe I told you that Boyd owns 
Crosby Plate VII No. 10, but Crosby's illustration of it is 
superb, as the piece is actually much worse. In any event, 
after examining the pictures of Ur. Boyd's coins I would appre- 
ciate a revision of your list of the various Conf ederatios you 
know of. 

I do not know whether you have examined the 1873 publication of 
the Collection of American Coins Belonging to Parmalee. This 
has a Confederatio small stars which resembles mine. It seems 
to be different from the one in the Parmalee catalog of I 89 O, 
although one shows one side and one shows the other. Perhaps 
mine is the Stickney specimen, which belonged to Parmalee in 
1873 but might have been traded to Stickney. You probably know 
more about this than I. 

In any event, I am going to tackle the Johns Hopkins University 
for some information I wish, and I will try to get your informa- 
tion along with it. 

Keep going. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/me 


15 Aldin Lane 
Island Trees, 
Hicksville, LI NY 
February 21, 1950 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Many, many things have happened during the past few months, all of 
which kept me away from my numismatic research, particularly in regard 
to the Confederatio Gents. Perhaps, in the near future, I will be able 
to cover as much ground as I did early last fall. Unfortunately, I must 
eat, ana that of course comes first. If I could find a decent lot of coins, 

I would be tempted to go into the business actively and then I could really 
spend some time on Coftf ederaoios and everything else. 

Your electro is Cnosby 18, PI. VII, which, for my money, does not 
exist. I have no idea where the reverse die breaks enter the picture at 
ail. In any event, let me hold on Co the coin for a few more days until 
I can photograph it. 

Thanks alot for needling F.C.G. Boyd for the photos of his coins. I 
received them a few weeks ago ana just wrote him concerning his coins. 

Your reference to the Seavey collection as purchased by Parmalee in 
1873 still leaves me in the dark. The Araericna-3ma.il Stars, Crosby 12, 11. 
VII is the most common Confederatio and the toughest one for me to get 
lined up. In my list, ohe Parmalee and Sticmney coins, as sold in their 
respective collections, are entirely different specimens. Parmalee’ s second 
piece, the one in ohe Maris sale, 1886, the one . in the ,/ilson sale, and 
yours, among others, are all mixed up. I will let you know something about 
your coin just as soon as I can. 

Boyd was all wet on his Washington piece. He claimea it was from the 
Ten myck sale by kehl. Your coin is lot #837 from that sale where it sold 
for $1050.00. It was originally in the Parmelee sale. Boyd’s Washington 
(Crosby 14 , PI. VII) is unknown to me unless it was the coin in the Mickley 
collection as sold by wood ard in 1867. I can’t be sure as I have no sure 
way to identify the Micmley piece. 

Boyd's Crosby 12 PI. VII is the winsor, Ten Dyck piece. His Crosby 
10 PI. VII is of course the Shurtleff, Child, Crosby, Parmalee, Hall coin. 

It is Unique and is also :, JunK n as you saia. 

A gentleman by the name of Kaplan, from Brooklyn, N.Y. claims to have 
a Crosby 18 PI. VII (Large circle and Americana) for which he wants $500.00 
If GiL.clLB , (I haven't seen it) it would be worth it. 

Let me know how you fare ith the Johns Ilopnins University Collection. 
Also, what do you know about the Obverse of the 1916 McKinley Dollar struck 
in Nickel. I. purchased it and a few very odd Colonials which I think are the 
work of C. vi/illys Betts while a student at Yale. If you have heard of either 
-please let me know. ■* 

Thanks again for your help, 



April 5, 1950 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

15 Aldin Lana 
Island Trees 

Hicksville, L.I., New York 

Dear Mr. Ford* 

I just obtained some new information for you and think that you 
now can revise your schedule of the Conf ederatios as you did in 
your letter of September 29, 194-9. I wish you would do so and 
send me a copy. 

As to the large stars variety, Crosby 1-A, the specimen in Johns 
Hopkins University came from the Ellsworth collection. Perhaps 
you can tie that in to one of those about which you already know. 

The small stars, Crosby 2*B, in the Johns Hopkins collection same 
from the Maris sale, item 321. That leaves mine still unidentified 
as to whether it is the Parmalee or Stickney specimen, or what. 

The Washington Confederatio in the Johns Hopkins collection was 
graded as in fine condition, and Mr. Garrett’s notes indicate that 
he knows of the Newcomer specimen from the Parmalee and Ten Eyck 
sales, which I now have, a poor specimen which I presume is the 
Prann specimen, and a specimen owned by Henry Chapman which is the 
best. Whether he acquired the Chapman specimen is not clear, but 
this might have been the one from the Mickley collection. Since 
Boyd has a specimen without pedigree as yet, it is apparent there 
are five known specimens of the Washington item. 

I am very sorry that you will be unable to obtain pictures of these 
Johns Hopkins ooins for quite awhile, but the foregoing information 
ought to give you a very substantial lead toward completing your 
research. 

Let me have your reaction to the foregoing, as you have accounted 
for all of the Conf ederatios known. 


EPN/mw 


Sincerely yours, 


September 7» 1950 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

15 Aldin Lane 
Island Trees 

Hicksville, L.I., New York 
Dear Mr. Fords 

As you know, Stack's have a sale on Friday and Saturday, 
September 22 and 23. I am wondering if you are going 
to the sale and whether you will bid for me at the 
Saturday afternoon session which begins at 2*00 P.M. 
Please let me know by return Air Mail whether you plan 
to go and I will let you know if you should bid for me. 

I believe a relative of mine is going to be in New York 
and may be able to attend, but in the event of a ohange 
in plans I wanted to determine if you were going to be 
there anyhow. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPNewman/mw 

P.S, I believe you still have a Confederatio electro of 
mine. 


EPN 



Eric P. Newman 
315 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

It has been some time since I've had the pleasure of hearing from you. 
Since my last letter, the article on Clinton Cents appeared in the CCJ, and 
I have joined Charles M. Wormser in the operation of the New Netherlands 
Coin Co. Before I forget, I would greatly appreciate your honest comments 
on the Clinton Cent article. 

Before my connection with the firm, Charles W* purchased the holed 
specimen of the famous New Jersey Washington Cent. You may have seen it ad- 
vertised in the January number of the Numismatist. A few days ago, I sold 
this coin to Mr. M. Fuld of Baltimore, a noted collector of Washingtonia. 

Today, in preparing some background concerning this coin for Mr. Fuld, 

I dug up alot of interesting information which has led me to feel that it 
should be published. 

I am writing to you as I need assistance and you undoubtedly know that 
you are the only person who can be of help. 

As you may know, the first specimen of this coin was discovered by J. 

W. Haseltine and ended up in the Parmelee collection. I believe it went 
from Parmelee to the Robert Garrett collection, now located in Princeton. 

B. Max Mehl obviously thinks differently, as he claimed in 1922 that the 
Ten Eyck piece, which he sold, was the Hale stine -Parmelee piece. I differ 
with him as the Parmelee catalog plate illustration of the coin seems 
superior to the illustration of the Ten Eyck coin in Mehl's catalog. 

I am told that Boyd today owns the coin sold by Mehl from Ten Eyck in 

1922. 

Could you possibly find out if the Garrett collection does possess a 
specimen, and is it at all possible to obtain a photograph of the piece. 
Secondly, could you find out if Boyd owns a specimen and if he will send 


( 2 ) 


it to the A.N.S. to be photographed. I could write Boyd, but your letters 
seem to carry so much more weight. 

The Ten Eyck coin can be readily identified by a healthy nick in the 
reverse field. 

I am enclosing my background material prepared for Mr. Fuld. Rather 
than send it on to him, I will hold it until I can piece the story to- 
gether. 

Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated. While I am a 
dealer, I feel research should be done while alot of the information is 
still available. 



Very best regards. 









Background and history of the BE M jERSEf 1ASHIHGT0N RENT especially pre- 
pared for Hr. elvin Fuld, Baltimore, \.d* January 27, 1951. 

Obv. Boat facing the right. Legend* ORB. I OTON. Rev* A shield arrent, 

six pales gulee, a chief azure. Depend. ' *• E * PLLTiIHUS # UNUM *. Topper. 

This .piece was struck, evidently as a patt ern, in either 1785 or 1786, 
judging from the dies with which the obverse is combined, ihis reverse 
was regularly used by the State of j.J. in 17 87 1 as Maria Ho. 6— C* 

Crosby; P. ''352, PI* ;•!!, bo. lia. laris; bo. ij-C. Baker? Ho. 11, P. *16. 







After a careful and detailed c-heck of all available records, it can. al- 
most be positively ascertained that there are but THREE- specimens of this 
excessive rarity known. 


1. This, the first piece discovered, was found by Capt. J. W* Haseltine* 
of Philadelphia, circa 1875* His story of the discovery is as follows; 
"ihe unique iew Jersey Washington cent was brought into my store in a 
bag with about ono th us and other cooper pieces covered with grease and 
cirt. They were accumulated in a snail grocery store kept by an oic 
woman, who was so supicious that she would, not get wnat tney were worth 
that every coin I looked at carefully she quietly slipped in her pocket 
after I laid it down. Realizing at that rate 1 would get nothing I ex*- - 
ineu, I merely counted them, noticing the Hew Jersey cent but not o- ring 
to examine it to see if it were copper or . lead, ana as most of the pieces 
were coi-uaon bniteo States Colonials and foreign coins I obtained then at 
two cants each. After she left the store I nastily lookeo over them un- 
til I found the l ew Jersey V/ashington and ascertained it was a struck 
piece in copper. I offeree it to Dr* Maris of this city for ?50. He de- 
clined to purchase, saying the price was too high. Realizing* after re- 
search, that 1 had a unique coin, I then sold it to ! r. 7* . Crosby, of 

Boston, for 7150. You probably know of its history since, atic that no 
other has ever been discovered. It v.ould probably sell now for a out 
01500* ,f (Frorc an address given by Capt, Haseltine at the A.N.A. Con- 
vention in Philadelphia, 19013.) 

A- Discovered by fajl>t* J* . Haseltine, Philadelphia, circa 1875* 

B- Sold to 3. S. Crosby, privately, for $L5Q*Q0* 

G- Sold to L. 0. Panne lee, lot *1165, S* S. Crosby Cell*, Haseltine, 

1883, for '•620.00. 

D- Sold, buyer unknown, lot #368* L. G. Paraelee Coll., H. Y. Go n jfi 
Stamp r o., 1890, for 150.00. 

E- To-.ay, in the Robert Cax-rett Coll,, Princeton University, N.J. 

Conaiiion F] _• A cark olive color. 







2. 'ho Georgo . Parsons specimen. 

A— Exhibited at the A. N inter, 191U by Henry Chapman. 

B- Sold, buyer unknown, lot 221, G* M* Parsons Coll., H. Chapman, 
June 1911i, or C7i|0.00. 





* • r 


C- ‘Owned, 156'0, by the Hew r.'etherlancs Coin Co., New York Pity, and ob- 
tained from the — estate in a collection of odd coins, consisting 

mostly of Massachusetts Silver coins, Washington, franklin and bafayette 

medals. 

D- Sold tc . Fuld, 1951, privately, for $— . 

Condition V ry Fine. A light olive color, E-mail hole between H and A i 
not removing any of the letters on either side. 

Illustrated in the 1951 and many previous editions of the Jtancard 
Catalog, published by ".ayte Raymond, Inc. 


3. The James Ten Eyck specimen. . 

A- Cataloged, as lot f? 61, in the. Ten ■ yck sale, 6. • behl, 1922, as 

follows | 11 The famous "Mew Jersey .shiny ton Cent* n Undoubtedly the rarest 
of all coins atrributea to the American Colonial Series. Hew Jersey: Cents 
; \’st of Washington with queue facing to right: legend, OBI. &LSHING1 N. 

R. -verse, a broad shield, around, *• E a ILCRIBCS * UNUH # nearly suri’ounc- 
mg the shield. The reverse cie appears to :.e from the mentical cxe as 
that of the Hew Jersey Immunis Columbia Cent, lot Ho. ?o0. aris number 
ii-" . Fine* A pin point nick in revers< lisle right standard of H. ell 
struck. Of greatest rarity, ’late. 

In a escribing -tbfiLs great coin in his excellent vaork on the coins .po of 


New Jersey, Ir. bans states: 


me 


known to collar-tors, was found 


in Philadelphia, and is now (1880) owned by S. 3. Crosby of Poston. ** . The 
specimen 'cere o . Vered is iho identical one re ferred to . On the box in which 
this coin was kopt by r. Te yc :, . . bio following note Lion: "H.P.S. 

(car Ian P. f rith), from P. (Parmelee) Sale, *250.00" • In the . rm« lee 

Sale this identical coin was cataloged as "No Duplicate Known. " • 

Since, the discovery of this great rarity, about' fifty years ago, t- is 
12. on ^y the seconi. time that it is_ offered at avx fcion , sne has, apparently, 
only changed hands a total of* three or Tour times* cat a wonderful array 
of previous distinguished owners, Crosby, Parmelee, Harlan . lith, and 
-JaiQ3 Ten lyckl This in itself aucs a luster of greatness to the coin. 

The last "record’* for this coin, made over thirty years ago, is of course, 
no criterion as to its present worth. There is certainly no coin in any 
series vhich surpasses this Washington Cent in rarity; be it the '-'rasher 
Loubioon, the lelp naif Eagle, or any other narity v?xth records veil po in 
the four-figure nark. I am confident that the appearance of tnis -rent rarity 
on the market will be a reciated by the collectors and that, its new "record" 
will unco; v: Jy nave- in the words of one of my numismatic ’’colleagues 
another cipher added to its last record." Sold,, buyer unknown, for 11100.00. 
B- Today, supposedly C. C. Boyd Coll., lingoes, N.J. 


(Tnis coin is listen - as a third specimen as it's illustration in the Ten 
Eyck catalog does not compare f vorably with the illustration of '1 on 
plate #2 of the Parmelee catalog. In other words* it is not believed to 
be the iiaseltine , Crosby, Parmelee specimen as .ehl claimed.) 


# 


August 14 , 1951 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

15 Aldin Lana 
Island Trees 

Hicksville, L.I., New York 
Dear Mr. Ford: 

You still have a Confederatio electro of 
mine, which you asked to see, and I would very much 
appreciate it if you would return it. 

Very truly yours 


EPNifw 


